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Two SAFSites have esked for a yundown on the gene
of cricket. I think these two enthusiasts were Dian Pelz and Deve Van
Arnam. I feel it i1s my guty 4o explain the geme, and I will endeevour not
to be fecstious whilst doirg so.

Two teamws are selected, elever in sacn. The idee
is thai both teams go in to bet twice, snd ses how many ruans they can
scorues This meane that in theory tweniy wickets fall or each side,
although it is possible for e team to win a gawe without losing even one
wickets Bofore I get you confused, I'll describe a %ypical team. It
should bhe well balanced, i.z, three or four specizlist bztsmen, one
wicket-kseper, one or more ‘all-rounders' ( players who are good at all
the essential oricketing skills, but nct outstanding at any), @ couple of
fast bowlers, a fast-medium cne, and & spin bowler. The weather pleys
en important part in tho geme, anj it is necessary 4o keep 2 balanced side
SO that no mattor what the weeather, your team is still cepable of giving
of Lts best. To mako this point clearer, spin bowlers perPorn best on a
pitch which is dry end orumbling %o dust. They throw tho ball up slowly,
and when it hits the pitech it bites and shoots off at an angle, puiting the
batsmay in difficulties. Suppose you heve concluded that the weather is
going to be fine for the duration of the metch { up to five days), you take
8 chance and includo two spin bowlers. This means you ars a fast bowler
shorte If tne weathor chenges, and it rains overnight, and is damp and
humid, your spin bowlers will be useless, and you require fast bowlers.
This puts you up the creek.

Both teaus are dressed all ir white ( except the team
I play for...I've played in hobreil boots ang corduroy trousors befors
nowy and no one has noticed) end the captoins toss a coin %0 see who goes
in first to bat. Tho toss is important. If the pitch is easy paced, and the
bowlers will therefore heve nothirg to help them, if you win the toss you
will decide to bat. Cenversely, if the pitch looks zrsen and fsst snd
1s drying after overright rain, it would be good to bowl first, ard try
and get the other team out for perhaps less than 100 runs.

When it is decided who is to bat, the other sige
'tekes the field', the slever of them walk out to the cricket pitch. One
man, the wicket-keeper, a specieslist, wears heavy padding on nis legs,
hes heavy gloves, snd if he doesn't went %0 spoil his weskend he wears other
armour, %00. Tho captain of the fielding tear solects positions for the
fielders. I must stress that the cricket ball is made of lesther end is very



hard. Consequently there is e certain reluctance amongst ficlders to be
pieced near the batswman. The closest e fielder is placed is & yasrd from
the bateman. This position is celled 'Silly iiid On'. If the batsman hits
the ball hard and it hits eilly mig on, it could kill him, and I'm not
joking. So Sil¥y mid on is usually 2 men with suporb instinctive movements
and & complete disregard for his own safety. # really good Sillymid on

is hard to find. There is one disedvantage however in trying to get e
fislding position a long way from the batsman. Truc, you can see the ball
coming, and can try and stop it getting past you, but if the batsmen hits
the bell hard and high and it hasn't touched the ground you are expected
to try and catch it. It stends to rceson if you aro fifty yards from the
be tsman end he has hit the ball high snd it renches you ho hes hit it hargd.
It is also coming down with gravity on its side. Your naturel inclination
is to dive out of the way, but you have to catch the ball, which dismisses
the batemen. It you drop it, the batsman steys put, and your tean-mestes
glowar in your dirsction. To sum up, the duty of the figldors is to stop
the ball getting past them, to teke a cstch if it is given, and to elways
return the ball as fast end herd as they can to tho wicket keeper.

In a moment or two the opening batsman walk out,
8nd onc goes to oach end of the creesse, which ie 22 yards long. This is the
gistance botween the wiokets. The wiockets, in cese you don't know, consist
of three stumps which are put into the ground close together. Two little
carved lumps of wood called the beils sre placed on top of the three
wickets.

The final actorg walk on the stags. These are worthy
men called wipires. They make any dscision which has to be made, and they
sre supposed to be impartial., They wesr long white coats, and usually have
six pebbles or beer tops or halfpennies in their large pockets, for each
towler has six bowls, before the fislding side changes round, and it is
the umpires duty to shout "Over® when the six bowls heve beon sent down.

Now I'll tell you a little about an opening beisman.
He is usually the batsman with the best temperauent, and he needs it,
beosuse it is his job, together with the other oponer, %o build up a good
gscore before he is out. His is equipped with a bat, medo from willow. It
is an expensive item, end is usuelly 'sprung', which means that the handle
is treated in such a manner that when he hits o ball hard his fingers
don' t vibrate with the forco. The batsman elgo has leg pads, hoavy gloves,
and & box affeir where he needs it most. The bowler throws the bell at him
very hard, and the betsmans first duty is to protect his wicket. If the ball
knocks off one or more bails, he's out. A beisman can usually protect his
wicket well, and could stop there all day blocking the ball with his bat.
But he also has to got runs.

What is & run 7

The score is made up of runs. Romemboer the two
batsmen are 22 yards apart. If the batsmen hits the ball and it goes =
long way, he can run to the other wicket, end the other batsman crosses
over. This is one run., If the fielder hasn't returned thoe ball, and maybe
still hasn't caught i%, the batsman ocan tske another run, maybe even thres.
I the ball is hit so herd that it goes pest all the ficlders and goes out
of play it is callod a boundary, worth four runs. Thc baismen needn' t run
for a boundary. And if the ball is hit so herd thet it goes up in the eir
end crosses the houndary line before hitting the ground it is a six hit.
Six hits ere fairly uncommon.


me.de

There 1s ncthing more enthralling thar 40 sec a master bstsman
8t the crease. There are severel strokes which such a batsman usually has.
He wetches the ball leave the bowlers nand, erd in a split second ke has to
decide which stroko he is going to uss. He has to decide wether to defend
or attack. He has tc apprecists what sort of ball it is...is 1% geing to
keep low, is it going to rear up to head height, is i% in fact aimed
purposaly at his heed ( this is permitted, tho ball is cslled a bouncer)...
is it going past him to his loft or right, or is it en accurete ball ained
at nis wickets. The olass batsman has an attacking stroke to suit all these
varying balls. Tne bouncer, simed at his heed, is 'cut', cr 'hcoked'. In
other words, he moves his hsad slightly and slashes 2t the ball es it
passess This is uswalily a four hit. But in 8 test match on IV last year
between South Africa and Englerd 1 saw an English opening tsman hit
or. the head by a bouncer, and he was knocksd down and had gloveon stitches
inserted. And if he had unfortunately Aropped his bat or even his cap on
the wicket and knocked the tails off ne would have heen out. I've seen this
happen-

The finest sight is a batsmen hittirg a trus ball for a 'square
cut' . There is & flesh of srms and ke and %ae bell is &t the houndary.
Siow bowling isn' t as sasy sg i% sounds. 4s I've explained, & slow bowler
has to use the ball end the pitch. It stards to sensc that if the hall is
slow it's easy for the batsmen to hit it. Bui by a subtle flick of the wrist
the slow bowler can make tne ball go wkere the batsman doesn' t expect. The
ball is spun, so thet when it hits the zround the heevy stitching on the
ball bites &nd sends the ball in any direction, usuelly one the batsmen
hesn' t envisagsd.

During e test match against australls in the ziddle fifties, an
English spin bowler called Laker took nineteen cf the twenty Australisn
wiskets. He was unplayable. The ball wen% slowly through the air, hit
the greund end spun acutely, even cless batsman cculd do nothing because
they didn't know where the bell was geirg, or what i4 was golng to do next.

An opening betsmsn would be happy with 60 or 70 runs. He would
love to get a century, even & doubls one, but his job is tc take s grip of
the innings, so that those who coms in after him can play attacking cricket,
end not defeni too :nuch.

The batsmen who come afterwards are usuzlly more flambouyent
characters. After a fow moments to get 8 sight of the ball, they hit out
like mad.s They also try 4o ratile up over 50 runs in 'aven' time, that
Eeans a run a minute.

Ag the morning progresses, meybe thnroe or four batsmen are out,
for, say round about 14C runs. Sometimes, in 4wo hours, the opaning os tsmen
are still at the wicket for sround 130 to 150, very often the whole tear is
out in less ther two hours for less than 109 runs.

Lsjor, as wickets tumble, the less experionced batsmen go im.
The bowlers go in last, they sren't expected to get meny runs, rot more
than e dozen or so0, although some are lusky and get big scores. But we'll
presuce our ficticious team is ocut for 249. That noans that tho eleven
ba tsmen heve chbtained that totsl bedween ther.

Between innings thers is @ ten minu4s psuss, and thern the fielders
come out, the team which has just batted. They owait the opening batsmen
of the tean whick has just fielded. The fislding tcan has scorod 249 rurs.
1t is now thelr job to try snd get the opposing tesw out for oconsiderably
less than thai total.



The following list gives all the methods by which a bhatsmen
can be given out by the unpire t=

LEG_BEFORE WICKET Known as 'l.b.w.' iiany bowlers try to get the ball
to hit the batsmans peds, end if the circumstences are favourable they let
fly with a trerendous shout of "Howzatt 7'. Therappeal to the umpire who
then rakes the fatal decision. He has alreedy placed himself in the position
of the bowler's arx, and he follows the ball's flight 4o when it hits the
pads. He asks hinself this question. "Supposing the pads hag not been in
the way, would the ball have hit the wicket 7" Strange as you may think,
even with the pads directly in front of the wicket it is not necessary
for the uupire to give the batsnan ocut. He may consider that the bell
is ewinging to either side of the batswan, or he ray conclude that the
ball would have gone over the bails. Usually an umpire doesn't give an
irmediate decision, which might be an instinctive answer to the howler's
loud eppeal. He waits e few seconds before either ignoring the appeal if
he has turned it down, or reising his right forefinger if the batsman is
out. The batsman might rightly consider that he wasn't out, but if given
out by the umpire there is no appeal.

BOVLED. As the term suggests, the bowler sends down & ball which passes
the batsman and knocks off one or more bsils. If the ball comes off any
part of the batsrans body and dislodges a bail, he is out. If he is injured
and drops his hat or bat on the wicket, he is out. If, in attempting to make
a mighty hit, he kmooks a bail off with his bat he iz out. It is credited
to the bowler however he is out.

CGAUGHT. If the ball oomes off the batsmans bat or gloves and is caught
by a fielder before it has touched the ground, he is out. Sore bowlers
bowl s0 that the ball moves off the ground, hoping that the batsman will
miss-tine his stroke and give a snick to the wicket-keeper. This is also
out, providing the umpire ecknowledges the appeal. With the ball moving
8o fast, there is somstimes & snick when the ball maybe touches "the batsman'se
pad, but the wicket-keeper will appeal. It is then up to the umpire to
give his decision. It has sometimes happened that @ hard hit by the
batsman hits a fielder, flies off part of his body and is ceught by
another fislder. This is out. You'll have gethered that it'e no sinecure
being a batsman,

STUM'ED. A slow bowler particularly will throw up an inviting slow ball,
which, if the batsman hits it, will probably go for m six hit. Most of them
do go. But the slow bowler is patiently tempting the be tsman, He will
raybe throw up several easy ones, from which the batsman will score
heavily. Then the bowler will spin one, the batsman, with e gleam in his
eye, will leap forward to smite it, and mlss it. The wicket-kecper, who
knows what is planned, will be standing close, and whilgt the bewildered
batsran is wondering where the ball went, he will knock off the bails
whilst the batsman is outside his permitted area. Stumping doesn’t happen
too often, probably not even one per innings on average.

RUN OUT. Recall that when a batsman hits a ball past a fislder he can
run to the other wicket, the other batsman doing the seme, end this counts
88 2 rune If the fielder cean cateh the bell quickly and throw it at the
wicket-keeper or the wicket, and knock the bails off whilst the batsman is
outside his porvitted area, the betsman is out. There is no more pethetic
s8ight in oricket that two bateman at one wicket, in other words, one went
for & run, and the other one didn't. The one who ren is given out.




Me'll now flip back to our hypotheticel watch. One side was ouy for 249,

The socond team do very well, they get a total of 576 for saven wickets.

The captain can go on until he has lost all his wickets, but having ouilt

up a substantial lead of 127 runs it is remsonable for him to declare his
innings closed, and put the other team in again. The rule is that a team can
declare anytime, but it usuelly only done when the %ean is in = sirong
positiona

Tne first teamw bat again. They are 127 runs behind, which means that
they have to make up this lecway before they start increasing their score
againe We'll presume that favoureble scores are prosented by some of their
good players, and the teams second inmings closes at 380 all out. We'll
presume this is a three-day match, and the Pirst team, having had two
irnings, has scored 629 runs,..in other words, 2535 runs nmore than the secong
team, who have to bat again. In other words, if the second tealn ¢en Score
254 runs  they' ve won. Unfortunz tely, time is runmning out, and there is
less than four hours playing time left. Tho oaptain of the secong teem has
to declde whether to go for m win or & draw. IFf he goes for a win, he has
got to score 254 runs in less than four hours, which is quiie possible
but still requires some 75 runs per hour. This weans his batswan must take
risks to score quickly, and it is pessible that he mey lose all his nmen
without getting that score. 41s0, he is having the last use of the wicket,
which favours the slow bowlers. His othor sliernative is to play for & draw,
this means that his batsmen will teke their time, pley normelly, so that
when play closes they haven't scored 254 but they heven't lost many of
their batsmen. Thc goxe is therefore a draw, and quiie & fow gares finish
up this way, especcially if the weather has boen poor.

Our captain, being = sporting type, decides to go for & wine But things
ero sgaingt him, time, the wicket; snd his batsnen, going too fast, aro
out for 180, which means his team have lost by 73 runs.

The game is usually unpredictable. I've listened to tost matches, and
I've gene out of the room to nip upstairs, and Englardstotal is something
like 288 for cne wicket. I leer, because this is a fantastic score, which
has put them in a commanding position. I tume in tc thc scorg again about
ten minutes later, and the score is somecthing like 289 for five wickets,
and thoy sre back on the defonsive.

Ir this short resume of the genmo, I've tried to be ag non-tochniocsl as
I cer and still give you a 'Poel' of thne game. Very often I'4 sat glued to
the redio or TV for fivs whole days listening to 2 test match, Every
moment of the play in those flve days hnes been full of drama and excitement.
Just a couple of weecks ago I wes setting the elarm clock to waken me at
6 am, to hear a commentary of tne test matches in Austrelia, where England,
incidentally,drew the series, three test matches drewn end one win each.

Meny people who know nothing ebout cricket think thas it is merely
2 matter of hitting & ball with a bat, but I've tried %o show that it is
an excosdingly skillful and technicel game. Of course, you have to live with
ericket for yoars before you fully understerd it, and for this reason,

Dian and Dave, I hope my short sumuary has boen of intercst. "nen the summer
oomss, and the cricket season staris, if you are keen I'll send you newspaper
cuttings with all the English county oricket scores, and you will be able

to appreciate the complications of the scores, and porhaps te in a position
to nod wisely when so and so is oui 'lbw', or somacne clse has Scored a
century before lunch. Damrit, I've forgotten to toll you what happens when
someonn 'bowls a maiden over'. Maybe another time. John Berry

1968.
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On the Italian front there wes a sector

That neither side had any respect for.

Jerry looked down from a west-Apennine hill-mass
The & one brigade could hold from now to Caristmas,
| Whilst, for attack, he had no troops to squender.

| In fact, the show was largely propaganda;

- The Yanks had negroes, Jerry had Italians

In regular divisions and battalions

: To prove that they were pukka fighting allies;

[ Though plainly neither mob had any relish

For warfare ( and why should they, lacrima Christi,
Negores for Jays, peasants for squadristi 7)

The only major movenent in those quarters

Was a dense, two-way traffic of deserters.

) Al

A 1% chanced that a dsserting negro party
Encountered & like-minded Eyetie sortie.

At this a keen disoussion was engendered,

Each party claiming that it had surrenderegd

- And that the othsr had bvecome its captor.

The Eyetises held the trump, the winning factor;
Their lot was lod by an uffiziale;

> What he said went. {The tale's a tribute, really,
To both sides’ rather narrow sense of duty.)

Back marched the negroes with their unsought booty.

Imegine how the F.R.0's got cracking.
Here was & Feat of arms they'd long bsen lacking.
Nobody paused to bother with such triflos
- As where the captors had mislaid their rifles.
Quickly these fed-up and embharrassed negroes
Were praised, promoted, given gongs as heroes,
( Ang photographs of their victorious battle

Were publishod from Long Island to Seattle.

Norman Cemeron ( 1905 - 19%% )

(Reprinted from RHYME AND REASON by O'Malley and Thompson. )

| N e A [V T U WD  UEI W PG I N SRS |



REFRINT CORNER..... parvaFilielis #4, 1957,

In March 1956 Bruce Burn sent nme a letter asking me for wmeterial
and he specified an sssey about my 3den. As e metter of Psch; Bruce's ftiming
was 8 little loss than a shining exsmple of E.S.r. beceuse just before his
letter arrived, I recelived en ultimatum from my wife. She said meaningly
that our daughter was growing up, and it wes time she had a bedroom %o
herself. My den, she explained with & leer of triumph, was just whet she
hed in mind. I protesitsd, and seid we couldn't afford to spend money ¢n
wallpaper and paste and stuff just now, and she leered again, and dumped
g big parcel ir frort of me. And so I agmitted defeat. iy fannisn den is
no more. I am in fact writing this, cowering in my attie, attempting to
focus my eyes on the keys of this horrible mechine by the light of a candle.

AS my thoughts flioker beck to my so marvellous den, and whilst it is
so fresh in my menory, I feel that the fcllowing desoription of my little
privete Kingdom will be somathing more than just & guided tour. It will be
B sort of memorial...l hope to reead tnis in the distant years to come,
end tahus to pondsr end generally 4ake nyself back to thossa heppy days.
Ard now, deah readsr, just imegine thet you visited ms a few days ego,
and esked to have 8 look st my...

[ T,

AR A L_,JL \

"Oh, you want to see my gon ? Well, just follow we up the stairs.
Mind the fifth stair; the carpet hes worn just a little....cops, never mingd
v.I've got o Filrst ald book upstairs, so I'll be 8ble to push thet thumb
into place sgain. Now here we sre on the lending; that's the door of my den,
just overes«,STEADY...I say, I gidn't know you were an acrobhat, that
certwheel was superd. Ch, sorry. Let me wrench 1t off your shoe. That's
one of my scn's roller skates. Yes, I egree it 1s dark a% the top of these
stairs. Just becausec 1 weuldn't let him play with my zap this mornirg. I
just don' t know what kids are coming to these deys. Don't worry ebout thet
tear in your jacket, my wife is pretty experienced at repairing clothing,
although you'll probably have to maske do with sosrlet cotton, she hasn't
eny light grey, I don't think. Here we sre. My Den. You'll find s small
box just inside with 2 slif in the top of it, but that's just for my
reiations te show thesir sppreciation...oh, you shouldn'+....nc, desh me,
I'm sorry I cannot change that <en shilling noto. There now. Just look.
Shall we start on the left, srd work round to...WaTCH...oh, for goodness
sake, you've knocked over last week's correspoderce. low I'1l ngver find thet
letter from Bloch. Hey ? Yes, T know it wes 2 stupid place to put it, but
Bt least I knew where it wes, I gdidn't trip over it. Honestly, I'm trying
my herdest to Keep some sort of system going, snd you barge in and stick



your clumsy big feet over it. Of Course you should heve Seen it. What ?
On, I see. You wers looking at that nude picture. Say, sheke hends. I

did the same thing last week. Yes, I'm rather proud of that. You'll

never believe it, but that nude wes sent to me as a quote card. Honest.
You should see who signed it before it came to me. Chuck Herris had it for
three years, end I still think he slipped it in the envelope by mistake...
er, yes, I've had it since, let me see, er, 1955. I don't think I'11 pass
it on. I mean, I'm a sartof suthority on that pose. I mean, note the way
she's bending over to buckle her shoe. Isn't that a wonderful oamera angle.
No, I'm efraid I can't let you have it, rumour sesid it was your wife. IT
IS YOUR WIFE 7 Oh deah. Look, pleese let me have it. I'1l dust it every
morning, end I promise sincerely never to send it to anyone else. I

mes8n, I'1l swap this for it. Over here. Tucker sent me this, you know. It
was in a book called FPLAYBOY. Here are the 3D glasses. No, I don't know
who it is, I've never seen the face, eh ?, oh yes, of course, it's Diana
Dors. Hey, you' ve been fifteen minutes looking at i4, I don't want you to
break my record. Move to the next picture. That, deeh boy, is e Quinn
Original. It was featured on the cover of AUTENTIC a few years ago. Isn't
it really wonderful, the way the black velvet of the sky, liberally
sprinkled with sters, gradually turns blue, then light blue, then merges
with the cloudy horizon. Yes, that's the Thames below, end I must tell you,
e baing an authority on seroplenes and suchlike, that Gerard was most
prophetic with that depiction of & stratosphere liner coming in over London.
They're designing one in Englend at the moment liks it. Oh Ghod. How ocan
one fan be 80 clumsy. You'we put your blastod shoe right on top of that
tube of duplicating ink. It wes full, too. I know it waes on the floor,

I put it there, din't I ? That's where I file it. Twelve inches from the
left of that mousshole. I tell you, man, I have & system. It never feils
me, untll big ignorant louts like you come in and, oooch, yes thet is

8 big bicop. Sure it 1sn't your shirtsleeve rolled up? I say, that fist
looks like & leg of lamb. Lovely ring, too. I sey, you're BIG. Oh Christ.
Tet's my only ream of off-puce duplicating paper you're standing on now.
Look heah. I know you're bigger then me, but watoh where you're putting
those great big clob~hoppers. Oh, not there, you'll get ink on the seat

of my trousers. Temper. TEMPER. Calm down. Look, I mey not look like one,
and you may not believe I'm one, but I'm a constable. Honests No, I'm

only telling you so that you can put that mimeo crank down without sny
loss of face. Ysah, I know you're & BNF, end your fenzine is pretty good.
Of course I've got the coples you sent all filed away, I keep 'em in this
box, allow me to open it. Heck. Suffering Catfish. I told my wife I had no
paper to light the fire with. I don't know what to say, I'm sure. Wimmin.
Don't feel too herd about it, though, you've spere copies at home, haven't
you ? Wait, here's a collector's item here. Ever seen one bofore ? It's

8 curio of some distinction. Nothing less, mark you, than a piece of
engraved metal off an ancient i'ersian breest-plate, which was actually
purchased by lLeeh Shaw from s scrap metal merchent in & rough queter of
Belfost during her visit here with Larry in 1956. Configdentially, there
was something primeaval about the way Leseh used to dress up completely in
tersian armour, waving a curved sword end lurking in remote parts of
Willis's housss I honestly belicve she wes carried away by tho aura of that
warlike period. I reckon, and don't quote me in your next column, I reckon
the gzal has a split personality, dressing up and fighting like that. I
really do think she thought she wes a Persian soldier. And how 3id I get



the nmetal, you ask ? Oh, I say, I caught her a lovely swipe with ry spear.
It's over there, in ths corner. I wes dressed up as a Zulu st the time.

1 had one of Walt's best bsth towels round my waist. I'm tellirg you, boy,
those were the davs. We did have fun. James White wes dressed upr ag a
Cruseder, and Lerry Shaw of INFINITY fane, and this has never bsern revealed
before, in cese his circulation went down...Larry Shew wes dreased as Nero.
Yop. Leeh ard Larry spent e foriune on ancient ermour, and we felt it

would make them feel &t home if we dressed up. There was something bombastic
epout Willis's appearance es Attila the Hun. I'm telling you, it wes

reel fanac, Ore of my most t{ressured relics, that bif of metal., &nd now

we move Oon t0 another treasured possession of mine. These two...WHAT ?

That, my deah sir, is sheer impudence. If I want to heve twc ting of

baked beans harging on the well, I'll just let 'em heng. I don't go round
your den maling snide rexsrks on whei you've got hung up es trophiss. You
needn' t look sc complacent. I know all about that peir of black panties
you have suspended over your sutographed copy of THE IMMORTAL STORM.

Fror the WorldCon in Lodnon in '57, weren't they 7 Hun? I know it

sppears stupid, but those two tins of bears represent the clyimax of my
mpchanical caresr. Ycu've heard about the typsr I purchesed from Bcb

Shew 7 It's under that pesdlccked case over there. Well, the platten
wouldn't meve, and by suspending these *wo particuler ting over the edge

of my desk, and atfteched to the platten by wirs, I was able to type out

205 erticles and stories in three yesrs., I wouldn't sacrifice those beens
for anything...that is, unless you're stopping the night. I mean, I don't
want o have to cpen them, because thsy represent my triumph over
edversity...l mean, like, you're not stopping, ere you....I'd like you to
Stop, but these beans have inspired me for all this time, znd if you went
to the Grand Central Hotel you'd get something better than beans, and after
8lleasSuffering Catfisn. MNow you've reslly gone tco fer. PUT THAT BACK.

I saw you. D'you know that Bruce Burn could get Seven years hard labour

if the authorities down there kmew he took thet photogreph, I know she's
got 2 gress skirt on, but it's the look or her fece and the angle of her
knees that gets ne. Yesh, he took it in Fiji. He went thore sspecially

to take that photograph for me, y' know. That's his hand at the bottom

loft, straightening the rug. No, I dor't think so, although when the other
49 copies arrive, I mey be eble to fix you up. Now now, watch how you hendle
thet. I peid fifteen shillings for it from e salesman who called et the
front door. That, my deeh sir, is & genuine wer—surplus American Heze
Screen for Aeriel Observation., I4's mede by the Kodak firm in the U.S.

See the beautifully shaped wooden hendle, snd the different coloured gless,
1t was used in the Pacific Wer ir *he forties for spotting Japanese seroplanes
diving out of the sun. Whet 4o I have it for ? You do ask some daft

ques tions. I know & bargein when I see ore. Dor' t you know there'e going

to be a total sclipse of the sun in 1997, thsre won't be any noed for me

to start smoking a pigoe of gless, I'll just whip out 4his heze screen.

1 always thought you were en inielloctual. DON'T SIT THERE. Holy Ghu, I've
never had such ar awkward cheracter in my den. I've had scme really big
names in here, Reseburn, Rory Faullmer, Steve Sschultheis; the Bulmers,

Chuck Harrls, etc, and they've all known not to sit or 4nat orangs box.
That's my son's pet duck your sitting on, if you don't mind. Don't fret

50 much, potrol is a pretty good azent for getiing dirty marks off clothing.
Althougn I don't know what my son will say. Those eggs vere due to hateh next
weak, Now then, come over to my bookcase, snd have a look et some of my rare



first editions. Starting from the left we have ths unaxpurgza tod volunes
of the Decemeron of Boccaccio, then comes seven volumes of 8ex Life in
Ancient Rome; Hints for Young Girls, The Triels of Csocar Wildey Forever
amber, The Bost from PLAYBOY, and finelly Love Lifs of the Eskino's. On
the second shelf, starting again from the left, we have....o0ch? You've
regd themw all. You filthy beast. No wonder some peoplo pget the
ircpression that sf Pandom is full of sex maniscs. You get our hobty a
bad name. You might at leest agmit there's ons you haven't read. My Ghogd.
You must do nothing else except resd books like that. Smashin', isn't it?
And that's just about ell. That long bookcese is full of “anzincs I!ve
garnered since 195/, That pile on the right, with the spotlight shining
on 'ex, are all the fanzines which heve featured my stories and things.
& hundrod per cent record of my fannish career to date. That pile of
prozines have revoos of my stuff in them. What's in those tea chestis,
you ask 7 Listens I've been patient with you. You've dore nothing in here
but flounder like & stranded whale. Your erotic notions have disgusted
me, going nothing but talk ebout nudes and pantics ard pornography and
such. You'vo squashed a tube of ink, you've wrecked my filing systam, ard
now. . NOW... you ask mc what's in tacse teas cheets. Can't you uge your
imaginations That, mister, is =y desk. Well, yes, I've always meant
to paint out that PRODUCE OF CEITTAGONG on the left chost. With that
rotied plank suspended between the two, I've got a really efficient desk.
Utility to & degree, but still efficient. Yeees, admittodly it is low,
but the Romans used to do things on their knees, didn't they ? And whst's
goed enough for the Romans is gocd enough for we. I oxpect you've got
ons of those swanky desks liko John Chempion or Joo Senders, who've
sent me photo's showing fer dens which must be liko an MGK
office. I meintain a fan's den should represent his personality, &and,
hell, now he's fainted. Diene...DIANE....bring up a zless of weter, will
you, quick. That's the third ono this week. Some fans rust lead 2 very
sheltered life, thot's all I eon think. It makes mc want to spit.
What is fandom coming to, I keep asking myself ? What is fandom coming
tol. vaeoe .?
John Berry
1959,

e L e N L T ey e,

Well, this is 1t. You sre nolding in your clutching digits

the 44th issuc of POT POURRI. I'g bettor explain about the poem

BLACK TRRES WHITE, I read it in one of ny son's school books,

end I thought it would interest some of you ex-service typos.

I may warn you here end now that I'm working on o mammoth

Both issue, I've several stories already on stoneil. &% the

rate I'm going, it will (DV) be pubbed atcut this time noxt

years Ard all I have %0 do is tell you that this issue will

appear in thc 75th issue of SAPS due out on 15th April 1966.

I aw Jchn Berry, of number 31, Campbell Park Avonue, Belmont,

Belfost 4, Northern Irelardeee s cneceseseascononsntonnnsasoe



